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Foreign Minister,, the Assistant Private Secretaries, and
other officials, whose names all sounded alike to the new
arrivals. Apart from Krishnamurti, who greeted the
strangers as old friends, only two other members of the
Maharaja's staff made any impression on the foreigners,
the fair skinned lad, whom they had seen earlier in the
day, and a younger boy resembling him. Durrant
introduced the pair as Farid and Rashid. When they
were out of hearing, he explained that they were the
orphan sons of the former teacher of Persian in the
Ghanapur College, and that after their father's death, the
Maharaja had made himself responsible for their welfare.
The kds gave Persian lessons to His Highness, who was
anxious to acquire as great a proficiency in that language
as he had in French.
Word having been passed round that the Maharaja
was on his way, the members of his court rose from the
chairs on which they had perched in great discomfort,
for they were accustomed to squat on die floor. As the
ruler entered, there was a vast amount of salaaming,
which continued until the Prince oflFered his arm to Mrs,
West and the company adjourned to the dining-room.
There was no apology about the lateness of the lunch,
as though a deky of two hours was too insignificant
to require explanation. Yet, when as heir apparent,
Fatehgirji had been compelled to return to Ghanapur
from Paris, his punctuality had been a source of constant
altercation between himself and his father.
When, as Prince Fatehgirji, Maharaj Kumar, heir
apparent of Ghanapur, the Maharaja was at Eton and
Cambridge, he bad dreamt of improvements to his State.
He had intended to set right abuses, and had fancied
himself in the rdle of an Indian King Arthur. Circum-
stances, however, had been too strong for him. He
never lost his yearning for a fair English girf, Dorothea
Hornby. Olga reminded him of Dorothea, for whom
he had been willing to resign Ms throne when, at the age